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Spnn r isoupoen us, the skies are clear, the temperaiure
comforable and daylight is sting longer. Flowers are
startimg 1o bloom amd more people are enjoving the outdoors.
Spring is a wonderful time when many take the opportunity 1o
spend more time outdoors with family and friends. [ often feel
renewed m spring amd hope o get much accomplished. 1 sl
an opportunity, over the last several months, to talk with many
of pir mermbers regarding their thoughi= abow cur economy,
the courts and. of course, our system of justice.

Recently T had the honor of co-counseling a Riverside
County eromimal motler with a long tme attorney foemd, Gary
Smith. For those of you who do not know Gary Smith, he is
o Jomgtome veleran crominal defense atiorney who practices
out of San Bernardino. Al the start of trial. [ watched Gary
voir dive a jury in regands 1o the sensitive issues related 1o this
particular case. | watched closely as Gary asked jurors 1o be
candid and honest in their response to his questions.

There were B members of the jury pool when voir dire
staried. By the time we had seated 12 jurors and 2 alternates,
there were only & people left in the audience, Many of the
jurors had requested hardship leave because they were not
going o be paid by their employers or it would have been
i finanecial burden for them o serve on the jury, Ultiimately,
the judge allowed those people to go abowt their business and
thanked them for coming down to the courthouse, Aboun &0
perspective jurors were questiongd thal day before the panel
was seated, Throughout the voir dire process, [ watched Crary
remind the jurors that the clienl was presumed inmocent; that
it was a fundamental right under our Constitution. [ watched
each juror nod therr head moagreement that they wndersiosd
that right. Then | watched many of the jurors tell the attorneys
that they didn’t think they could be unbiased, because il a
person was arrcsted pnd being prosecuted, that person haed
o have done something wrong. Upon Turther guestioning,
they snid they would iry 1o keep sn open mind, Some
were dismissed for cause and others by way ol peremptony
challenges,

The trial went on and after three doy=s of testimony, the
matier was sent 1w the jury for their deliberation. As all of
vou ko, no matter what you think aboul your case, once it
goes inte the hands of the jury, there is nothing bui wailing
and thowghts abowt whether or mot you presented all the
information necessary for the jury to provide a just verdict.

r_l.'ll":r'. aur chient, and 1 did oot have o wail 1!.:113: for the
jury to retum a verdict. They deliberated only 45 minutes
and caime back out - the verdict was read - “mot guilty™ on all
counts, Afterwards the Deputy District Attorney, Mr, Smith
and 1 had an opporiunity to speak (o the jurors. Each of the
jurors thanked the Depuly Distnet Attemey, Mr, Smath amd
mysell for our presentation of the case. They explainad 1o
ihe Deputy District Attorney, Mr. Smith, and me what they
thought aboul the evidence in the case and ultimately most
of the jurors stated that they fell good o be part of a jury and

Judge Margaret Powers Tapped for
Kaufman-Campbell Award
By J'Amy Pachecio

V wiorville  Twlge  Marguwret  Powers will
receive the S5an Bermardine County  Bar
Associnion s Kanlmun-Cumpbell Avward in My,
President Michae] Scafiddi has anmounced,

MNamed For Former state Supreme Court Justice
Marcus Kimufmen and former Fourth  District

Court of Appeal Justice Toseph B. Camphbell,
both of whom served m San Bemordins, the

riodic award honors  jurists  designated  as
wiving served on the bench with distinction and
having made suhstuntial comributions to the community as well as the
praciice of law.

Dresert attomey Sandy Turner sand Powers 13 “the epitome of those
qualifications.”

“She is an oulstanding jurist,” Turner stated, “Every time I've seen her
on the bench, she's been compassionate and even-tempered.”

Turner, who s immediate past president of the High Desert Bar
Associalion, said Powers has done “trememdous” work with the region’s
g amd Family courts and working with juvenile offenders.

“Bhe was excellent at 1,” Tumer oheerved,

Scabiddi said Powers received mulliple nominations, and was selected
by & unanimous vole of e organization”s boasd.

“Ehe has taken every assignment and handled it with dignity and
e, he 11:-i1l|n:|.|. out, “She is always fair o lawyers and litigants. She

ws o wonderful dememor, which wis expressed by the many liwvers
who nominated her.”

Jeanne Kennedy, presulent of the HDEBEA, called Powers “one of the
umsung heroes of our Viclorville Courthouse.”

“Bhe has handled all kinds of different things -- juvembe, Tamily law,
drug court, and trests evervbody with dignity and respect.” she said. “Her
demeanor i the courtroom s kind and respectiul. [ really admire her.”

Kennedy sod Powers also contnbutes sigmficantly to the commumity,
and has always been supportive of local charitable projects.

Larry Allen, supervising judge for the Victorville District, said Powers
is “deserving for many reasons.”

"Bhe’s always been a very community-involved judge,” e explained.
“She hus always taken a lead in our treatment courts, the drug courts here,
and currently with our domestic violence courl.”™

Powers, he sad, also tkes times 1o speak o orgmmizations, schools,
club mestings, and remains “very active in the commumity,”

“She has taken on a wide variety of assignments, and all of them have
heen successful.” he snid. “She i= very well respected by evervone, and is

just a nice person and a nice judge.”

Presidimg Jwdge James MoGuire descobed Powers az “an excellem
choice.”

The's been a hard worker for the cours, amd a valuable assel,” he
said.

Desert ]lltlgl: Eric Makata said Powers “has been a stalwart here in
Victorvlke,”

“She’s always willing to help,”™ he said. “5he has given so many young
Judges the benefit of her lesdership, They couldn’t have packed o betler
person for the wward.”

Chief Deputy Public Defemder Phvllis Maorris lauded Powers for her
mvolvement im establishing drg and domestic violence courts in the
region, and her commitment to a ireatment approach for drog courd
participants.

(continued on page 10)
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Judge Margaret Powers...

“She is always willing to help those
who are willing to help themselves,”
she said. The result of such an approach,
Morris opined. is that the drug recidivism
rate drops, broken Families ave reunited
and children who sce their parents
succeeding are less likely o continue
addiction or violence pattemns.

“Her influence delinitely extends Far
beyond the courtroom.” she pointed
o,

Before entering the legal field. Powers
worked first as a car hop, and later in
refail and clerical jobs. She spent 10
vears working in the cable television
industry, and enrolled in night school o
take business classes to help advance her
carger in that indusiry.

“Married to a cop, | always thought |
should be able 1o take care of mvsell and
the kids if anything happened to him,”
she reflected. She carned an Associate’s
Degree from Chaffey College and
eventually rose from a clerk o general
manager with Group W Cable. One of
her favorite classes was a business law
class.

“I lowved reading cases)” she said
“An attorney taught the class, and his
approach was like it is in law school. |
Just Ioved the process, When 1 eealized

SBCBA Mentoring Program

The San Bernardino County Bar

Association’s  Mentoring  Program
was designed to allow new lawyers

an opporiunity o learm and utilize
valuahle practice tips related o the
practice of a specific area of law from
seasoned, experienced local lowyers.
The following lowyers have agreed 1o
be on the mentoring program

Bradley White
Eric B. Humn

Dravid Call (Critninal Defense)
William 2. Shapiro  (Personal Injury)
Micole Anderson (Dep. Law 00 WIC)
Michoel A, Scafiddi  (DULDMY H'rgs)
Janet Stouder-Brandon  {Family Law)
Tom Dominick [ Probate)
Emale Mullick  (Federal Civil Rights)
John Belton (Bankruptoy)
C L Fareell  (Probate, E/F amd Trusis)
Greg Zumbrunn (Family Law, EFP)

(Employment Law)
(S50 Law)

Help is now a phone call away. To leam
more aboul this new ]J“Ir'l:-ETiJI"I"I,, or add
YR name (EN] lh';." ]l:‘\-l.- Tl LSt conlacl our
Bar As '\I'li,'iill_iilﬂsl.il” at (YU RS- 1 UEG,

{from page 1)

that’s what [ would do i lew school, |
decided that's whal 1 would do,™

Although she planned 1w work in
her company's legal department after
carning a law degree, Powers discoverad
doing =0 would require relocation to
New York. Instead, she went to work 1!:-1
the Orange County District Attorney’s
Oifee 1w obtain irial experience.

“5ix months . | realized T loved a,”
she recalled. “1 had never thought that |
wanted to do that, but T found [ leved 1t
| said, “Thiz is what | want 1o do,” Amd 1
forgot all about cable.”

After working as a trial attomey,
Powers decided to seek a judgeship.

“I liked the idea of solving the
problems,” she eiplained. Then-Gov,
Pete Wilson appointed  her to the
Municipal Court Bench in 1992 amd
three years later, she was elevated to the
Superior Court. Except for temporary
pssignments, Powers has  spent her
vedars on the bench in the Victorville
District. She currently handles felony
trials there,

Powers smd she was “surprised amd
thrilled" to learn her work has eamned
her the Kaulman-Campbel]l Award.

“The two justices were amazing
people,” she opined. <175 such an homor

JAmy

o get an award named Tor them - and 1o
be in the company of the other judges
whi have received this award.”

Scaluddi said notilyving a judge of their
selection for the award is “by far the hest
thing we pet to do™ as a bar president.

“Every judge always acts the same
= thev're overwhelmed with honor,”™
he said. “Juwdge Powers was literally
speechless,”

“The award is named after  Dwo
wondertul  leaders ol owur legal
community,”  he added.  “There's
a signilicance to that. It really is a
wonderful award to receive if you're a
bench officer.”

FPast recipients include Judges Michael
Drest in 2008 ; Brian MceCarville, 2007 ; A,
Rex Victor, 2006; Christopher Warmer,
k5 Bob Krug, 2004; Patrick Morris,
2003; Michazl Smith, Jules Fleuret and
Dennis Cole, 2002; LeRoy Simmons.
Betty Richli and Joseph Johnston, 2001
and Rufus Yent, Frederick Mandabach
and John Ingro in 2000,

Fowers will receive her award o the
Kaufman-Campbell dinner May 28 ai
the Hilton Hotel in San Bernardino,
Pacheco ix Editor of the San
Bernarding  Bulletin, o Merropoditan
News publication.
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